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swerving purpose, and In tlie resolute handling of any

problem under the sun*

It is mainly the officers and men of the various
branches of the R.X.R. who, under the Litfh command
of naval officers, have been entrusted with the mani-
fold duties of that simple work of protection and watch-
fulness. It was the navy who trained them to it, and
as the period had In each, case to be short, the general
efficiency with which the work is done speaks well for
the naval method. But It Is also a high testimony to
the capacity, adaptability, and the whole-souled ear-
nestness of the officers of the Merchant Service who
hastened to join, some called up, others volunteering
without hesitation from all the points of the compass
and from the uttermost ends of the Empire.

Much has been said already of these men and of their
activities; of the circumstances, the conditions, the In-
cidents of the task. 1 may perhaps later say something
too, more In the nature of a personal impression than
of detailed description. As to the work Itself, all I
want to point out now Is that seen from outside It
presents in Its various branches the aspect of a nerve-
straining drudgery. And In that outward aspect there
Is a proportion of truth. From its very nature it must
be work without glamour. Xo great moments can be
expected In It, Yet, rare as drops of rain In a desert,
such moments have been vouchsafed to some of the
faithful. As I trace these words I have In my mind
the most unexpected, the most unforeseen instance of
the kind. An enormous drop in a parched and stress-
ful monotony of duty.

On the morning I heard the tale, the pier at one of
our "bases," with Its central line of neat shed-like
buildings and the great signal bridge at the end (re-
calling the superstructure of a battleship), had been